
Irish Wolfhound Club of Canada – Upper Canada Branch 
Juvenile Sweeps and Unofficial Classes 

Judge: Christopher Shields 
 
I would like to thank the Irish Wolfhound Club of Canada -- Upper Canada Branch for inviting 
me to judge the Juvenile Sweeps and Unofficial Classes at this year’s specialty. It was a 
pleasure going over your hounds.  
 
Senior Puppy 9-12 Months Male – 1. Antrim’s Starkeeper Vimy Ridge – alone in his class, but 
a worthy winner here. He shows good development for his age, though he is a little flat over 
the top at this stage. He is especially good on the move. He lost out to the more mature 12-
18 Month male for BOSS.  
 
12-18 Months Male – 1. Starkeeper Annie’s Oakley – also alone in his class, but also a 
worthy winner. I liked his head, size, and substance. He is a sound and clean mover, though I 
would like a little more reach and drive. He was a little distracted at times as I think he was 
looking for his mom, and his handler had to work to keep his focus, but he did enough in the 
end to earn BOSS.  
 
Junior Puppy 6-9 Months Female – 1. Femke’s Footsteps Lady Starlight – a black girl of just 
6.5 months old that I was really taken with. She has a nice head, reachy neck, and the shape 
and scope I like to see. I find the blacks always look a little lighter in bone, as this girl does, 
but she is so well put together, and it shows in her movement. Indeed, I thought she was 
possibly the best mover in Sweeps when she was with her owner. It was a shame, then, that 
she didn’t want to move with a different handler for Best Overall. I may have been tempted 
to point at her otherwise. However, there is no denying her quality, and if she continues to 
develop as she should, she will end up top shelf. 
 
2. Scarlet Solstice of Wolfholm NTD – also a nice, typey youngster with good bone and 
substance. She has an appealing head and is good to go over. She is just not quite as free 
and positive on the move as 1. Very promising. 
 
Senior Puppy 9-12 Months Female – 1. Antrim’s Starkeeper Roz at Kellamore – this wasn’t 
an easy class to judge. There were just the two girls, but they were quite different in style, 
and neither was ideal. I made a decision based on balance of virtues. This wheaten girl is a 
little low on leg and flat over the top; however, she has a nice head, reachy neck, and is 
scopey. She won this class in the end on her sound movement.  
 
2. Hipsley’s Unforgettable at Hops-N-Hounds – at first, I thought she would be my winner 
based on her better proportions and topline. However, she is a little narrow and not as 
positive on the move, especially behind.  
 
2-18 Months Female – 1. Hops-N-Hounds Timeandrelativedimensioninspace Eire – what a 
name! There is so much to like about this girl, although she doesn’t appeal as much standing 
as she does on the move. You have to go over her and see her moving to really appreciate 
her. She has a decent head, but her ears are not her fortune, being somewhat large and 
hanging. The rest of her is very good as she has a beautifully angulated front, a powerful 



sweeping rear, and a good topline. She really comes into her own on the move, which is free 
and open with reach and drive—and she moved herself right on to BISS.  
 
2. Starkeeper Morning Glory’s Ozara – also a nice girl with a typical head who is well put 
together overall. I just preferred the winner on the move.  
 
3. Hops-N-Hounds Kse’s ‘My Curse’ Quinn – I see that she is litter sister to the winner, and 
they are very much alike. She doesn’t have as much front or rear as the winner, and she isn’t 
as free and easy on the move. Still, she is a typey, sound girl. 
 
Unofficial Classes 
 
Gait – This was an interesting class to judge with five dogs/bitches to assess. A couple were 
very good coming and going, with clean and coordinated movement. A couple were 
especially good from the side, with easy and active movement, showing lots of reach and 
drive. But the one that appealed most for her movement in all directions was Lonnkyle 
Calorien Prophecy at Starkeeper, so clean coming and going and with easy, balanced, free 
striding, powerful movement from the side. She beat a lot of nice moving dogs to top this 
class. 
 
Head – This was an even more interesting class to judge with eight dogs/bitches to assess. I 
presume that people who enter their dogs in a class like this do so because they know they 
have a dog with an especially good head, and this was, indeed, the case: I went over a lot of 
beautiful, typey heads. I was looking for a head of good length, slightly raised brow, skull 
neither too wide nor too narrow, a muzzle of good length and strength, dark eyes, and 
small, greyhound-like ears (these are hard to come by!). My winner was GCh. Starkeeper 
Aoibheann Ailis, who has all the required features, including those elusive small, greyhound-
like ears.  
 
Hindquarters – This was the most interesting class to judge although there were just four 
entered and three in attendance. I wasn’t entirely certain whether I was supposed to move 
the dogs, but I thought it was important to assess hindquarters on how they looked and 
worked, so I asked for confirmation that I was allowed to move the dogs to determine my 
winner. I was told that I could, so I did! (I later overheard someone say that was the first 
time they had seen a Hindquarters class judged on the move, but I stand by the decision—
surely hindquarters should do more than just look good standing?). Indeed, there was a 
beautiful bitch in the class who at first I thought would be my winner, but (and here is the 
importance of moving the dogs), she was ever so slightly lame, showing a slight hitch in her 
rear movement, which was a shame. In the end, my winner was Ch Legacy Starkeeper 
Silverado Spirit, who really powered off his rear.  


