
Purchasing an Irish Wolfhound 

The first step in choosing an Irish Wolfhound puppy is to contact the Irish Wolfhound 

Club of Canada for information on breeders in your area. Contact the breeders and 

arrange, if possible, to see the hounds in their environment. 

Owning an Irish Wolfhound represents a major responsibility and commitment of both 

time and money and should not be undertaken without a thorough evaluation of one’s 

interests and other obligations. The requirements of an Irish Wolfhound regarding 

exercise, nutrition, and personal attention are virtually impossible to obtain in a 

commercial setting. This means that pet stores and puppy mills should be avoided 

entirely. There is no long-term saving in purchasing a puppy that has not received a 

good start. 

Purchase Price 

The law of supply and demand significantly affects the price of dogs. Breeding and 

raising Irish Wolfhounds is a very demanding vocation, requiring specialized facilities, 

tremendous amounts of time and money, and a high degree of dedication to the 

preservation of the unique qualities of the breed. Furthermore, the investment of money 

in maintaining a litter of puppies for three to four months means that even with the 

price charged, there is no real profit derived from raising Irish Wolfhounds. Raising the 

Irish Wolfhound puppies is now, and will always remain, a real labour of love. Selling 

puppies is an endeavour motivated by concern for the well-being of the individual 

hounds and the breed rather than a commercial activity. We suggest that several Irish 

Wolfhound breeders be considered before purchasing a puppy, as you will benefit from 

a good rapport with the breeder for the life of your dog. 

Pet vs Show Quality 

Irish Wolfhounds’ fundamental nature is that they are all pets and excellent pets. 

Judging at a conformation show is based on conformation to the Standard. There is 

variation, sometimes within a single litter, in the degree to which each puppy adheres 

to the Standard. It is difficult to predict what a two-to-four-month-old puppy will 

develop into when maturity is reached. Therefore, a breeder’s designation of “pet” or 

“show potential” is an individual estimate of the developmental outcome. 



Cost of Feeding 

The specific amount varies with the individual dog: the dog’s age, the amount of 

exercise, the time of year, and the environment in general. Irish Wolfhounds need a 

good, well-balanced diet. However, the critical factor is not the cost, but rather that the 

dog receives high-quality food in sufficient amounts for proper growth and 

maintaining good health. Every good breeder will supply a complete diet sheet before 

a puppy is released to its new home. 

Supplementation 

An Irish Wolfhound puppy comes into the world weighing about a pound and a half. 

At three months, with a weight increase of up to five pounds per week, he will 

probably weigh about 45 pounds; at six months, 100 pounds, and chances are that he 

may weight close to 150 pounds by the time he reaches maturity. With such a fantastic 

growth rate, feeding is one of the major concerns in raising this breed. For this reason, 

many Irish Wolfhound breeders recommend slow growth and supplementation with 

vitamin C. Never give calcium. Always consult the breeder before starting a 

supplementation program. 

Housebreaking 

Irish Wolfhounds are very easy to train, providing the owner is consistent. Patience, 

consistency, and kindness are all that is required; the puppy will soon learn what is 

expected of him. 

Grooming 

The Irish Wolfhound is similar to any other rough-coated dog. Daily brushing will 

maintain a clean, healthy coat. The skin should be checked regularly for parasites, ears 

checked for wax, and the nails trimmed so that they cannot be heard on a tile floor. If 

you can hear them, they are too long. Spring and fall are good times for a bath, and 

when necessary, an excellent commercial waterless dog shampoo rubbed into the coat 

and then toweled off is sufficient. Grooming your Irish Wolfhound for show purposes is 

a tidying-up exercise rather than barbering. 

Exercise 



The whole key to adequate exercise is consistency and regularity, which means every 

day, summer and winter, rain or shine. The Irish Wolfhound is a large galloping hound 

and covers a lot of ground in a short time. It is, therefore, necessary to find an open 

space, like a fenced park or field for free running exercise. A hilly area is excellent as 

muscle development is important. In addition to galloping, the other gaits, such as 

walking and trotting on a leash, are valuable (in moderation for puppies). At home, it is 

desirable to maintain a fenced-in area for your Irish Wolfhound so that he may roam 

safely. In discussing exercise, it should be remembered that plenty of rest is also 

necessary — particularly for puppies. 

Outdoor Kenneling 

A good kennel must be dry, windproof, and insulated. One dog should not be kept 

alone outside for extended periods and never overnight during the winter. Puppies 

under eight months should not be kenneled alone outside during the winter as their 

food intake should go into growth rather than heat production. In addition to such 

physical concerns, human company and attention are essential to Irish Wolfhounds, 

and they should spend a significant portion of their time with their owners. 

Owner Responsibilities 

A good owner will provide companionship, understanding and love, adequate 

quarters, nutritious food, regular exercise, and grooming. It is also the owner’s 

responsibility to ensure the availability of veterinary services. 

Breeder Responsibilities 

 An opportunity to visit and view the dogs in order to learn about the breed. 

 A demonstration of knowledge, concern and love of dogs. 

 An encouraging, understanding reception of questions asked; and 

straightforward and readily understandable answers to all questions. 

 A continuing availability for questions and advice. 

 Explanation and visual demonstration of conformation to the Standard. 

 Detailed sources of information, preferably some available printed material such 

as pedigree, a diet sheet, etc. 

 An explanation that predictions of puppy show potential are estimates rather 

than guarantees. 



Non-Breeding Agreements 

A Non-Breeding Contract is a form authorized and issued by the Canadian Kennel Club 

to ensure that specified animals are not used for breeding. 

The breeder and purchaser sign the contract before the puppy leaves the kennel, 

retaining a copy. The breeder sends a third copy to the Canadian Kennel Club along 

with the application to register the puppy. The Canadian Kennel Club will refuse 

registration to any puppies resulting from breeding a dog under a non-breeding 

contract. The offending owner is contractually obligated to pay the original breeder a 

penalty sum agreed upon at the time of the sale. Hounds under these contracts are 

usually subject to re-evaluation at a mutually agreed mature age; the contract can be 

rescinded at this point. Many breeders feel that the Non-Breeding Contract is one way 

of maintaining the standard of excellence desired by all people interested in the breed. 

Please refer to The IWCC 2022 Member-Breeder & Ambassador Contact List PDF for 

a list of recommended breeders near you. 

Breed Characteristics 

Children and Wolfhounds 

Due to their size, Irish Wolfhounds are not completely trustworthy with children. Their 

kindness and patience is renowned, but young hounds are boisterous and do not realize 

how big they are. A small child is no match for an affectionate, playful puppy weighing 

anywhere from 50 to 100 pounds. Albeit unintentionally, a welcoming tail, a toss of the 

head or a running sideswipe can have consequences. 

  

https://wphd.iwcc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/IWCC_Member-Breeder_and_Ambassador_Contact_List.pdf


Biting 

Biting is not characteristic of, nor at all common in Irish Wolfhounds. However; any dog 

may bite if severely mistreated or sufficiently provoked. 

Guarding/Barking 

Irish Wolfhounds are quiet by nature, but their very size, combined with some barking 

will discourage potential intruders. While they will endeavour to protect their owners 

from a physical threat, anyone seeking a vicious guard dog to snarl at strangers should 

look for another breed. 

Travelling 

Irish Wolfhounds are usually excellent travelling companions when given comfortable 

quarters and consideration for their needs. Introducing young hounds gradually to 

various experiences, including visiting and travelling is advisable. 

Hunting 

There is tremendous variation in the interest that the individual Irish Wolfhound shows 

in hunting; some have little or no interest whatsoever. In some Irish Wolfhounds, the 

keen sight, tremendous speed, power, and natural coursing ability combine to produce 

a uniquely proficient hunter. The Irish Wolfhound is not a “gun dog” in the field trial 

sense. Every Irish Wolfhound owner should be aware of this hunting potential and be 

prepared for unexpected hunting behaviour. No dog should be allowed to roam at will. 

Neither damaged property nor livestock encourages neighbourly feelings. 

Maturity/Size 

An Irish Wolfhound usually reaches full height between 18 and 24 months of age, but 

may not reach full maturity until the age of three years or later. 

Life Span 

The Irish Wolfhound’s life expectancy ranges from six to ten years. Naturally, there are 

exceptions. 


