
The answer stuck with me, and in all the subsequent Specialties that I watched this respected man judge, it was always a 
dog that was awarded Best in Show. Louis J. Murr was not alone in his sentiment. His view was shared by Judges like 
Fredson Bowers, and Walter H. Reeves, who wrote the Forward of “Fifty Years of Irish Wolfhound Registrations in America” 

thand judged both the first and 25  Silver Anniversary IWCA Specialty shows. These men looked for the ‘stallion hound’ and 
often mentioned it in their critiques. 
In this day and age, such opinions might be considered chauvinistic, but like the exaggerations found in a caricature 
drawing, the striking characteristics that make the Irish Wolfhound so unforgettable are no doubt best illustrated by the 
mature male. So I have always found myself fascinated by the journey of the puppy from yearling to well-let-down stallion 
hound. The bitches, however worthy or outstanding, do not make this transformation in quite such a remarkable fashion 
as the dogs do.

For a moment Louis Murr looked at me pervexed, like a geography teacher who had just been asked if the world was 
round, then he replied, “Because it is the male of the species that best personifies the breed.”

He was one of the world’s great dog men, and he had just finished judging the West Coast Specialty. Because I was young 
and naïve, I did the unthinkable. After listening to him extol the virtues of my bitch for a full five minutes, I asked him if he 
liked her so much, why hadn’t he given her the top spot.

Puppies have their own rate of development, predetermined by their bloodline; with their ultimate size dictated by their 
genes, and not how they are fed or reared. Breeders learn to appreciate the various stages of growth and enjoy them along 
the way, patiently awaiting the finished work, but novices rarely have the opportunity to observe the rite of passage from 
tiny puppy to majestic giant in its entirety. So here are a few pictures to illustrate just that.

THE MAKINGS OF
A STALLION HOUND
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“Irish Wolfhound Odyssey”

Ch. Fleetwind Dan

Ch. Fleetwind Magnum
5 weeks

Ch. Fleetwind Magnum
10 months

Ch. Fleetwind Magnum
4 yrs old
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