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Ontario Regional Specialty 

Sunday, August 2, 2015 

Orillia, Ontario  

Held in conjunction with  

Barrie Kennel and Obedience Club  

Irish Wolfhound 

Club of Canada 

Club Canadien du  

Lévrier Irlandais 

21 Irish Wolfhounds  are en-

tered in this Show with a total 

entry of  22. 

7-Males 

2 Junior Puppy Males 

1 Senior Puppy Male 

1 Canadian Bred Male 

1 Bred by Exhibitor Male 

2 Open Males 

6-Females 

1 Junior Puppy Female 

1 Senior Puppy Female 

1 Canadian Bred Female 

1 Bred By Exhibitors Female 

2 Open Females 

1-Veteran Female 

7-Specials 

3 Special Males 

4 Special Females 

1-Altered Female 

 

 

Photos were either taken at the BKOC show by the official photographer Garth Gourlay Photography or by Monique Seguin on the day of the specialty. In the 

absence of either of the above, photos were supplied by the owners.  
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Overall Critique by Specialty Judge Sean Shields 

Dogs can have major impact on a breed, both beneficial and detrimental, if 

they are used a lot as stud dogs. I come from the old school of dog breeders 

where it was always emphasized "start with the best bitch you can get your 

hands on and breed her carefully". Because bitches have a limited amount 

that they can produce over the course of their lifetime, usually wise breeders 

with caliber females will search high and low for the perfect male to breed 

their special girls to. For a really simple reason, bitches influence on their 

offspring can be very evident in everything from structure to temperament, 

while the stud dog undoubtedly has some impact; he has minimal affect 

when it comes to overall prenatal or early health and basic temperament 

developed prior to weaning. In my mind our best girls are "golden'' and do 

have major impact on the overall health and quality (not necessarily in 

quantity) of any breed and the ability to improve or maintain the best 

qualities within the breed. 

As an overall critique to those exhibitors that may not have been as 

successful as they would have liked on the day. These are some of the issues 

that I saw that I would be paying attention to as a breeder and/or 

exhibitor. 

"Toeing in", seen on occasion from the pastern down, but also seen 

from the elbow to the ground. While not attractive it is also a highly 

ineffective and nonfunctional method of moving. Would be a major issue 

performing with any success or longevity what the breed was designed to do. 

"A-framing", front legs that have no idea that they should be 

converging towards a center line at a trot and in fact are doing the exact 

opposite. This does not improve with speed and will also impair the dog's 

ability to perform for any length of time simply because it has impact in 

the dog's ability to maintain balance at speed.  · 

And lastly, dogs that standing have great "greyhound like" shape but 

flatten out totally both top and bottom when they start to move. Less 

offensive to me with youngsters that are going through growth issues but 

very unattractive and "untypical" when witnessed in mature dogs. 

"Balanced Angulation": Yes the standard states "dogs should be of 

great size and commanding appearance" but it also mentions "shoulders 

set sloping'', "elbows well under", ''second thigh long and strong". With 

great size, correct angulation should still be maintained and some of my 

largest dogs had really straight shoulder angulation which did make them 

the tallest in the class but also meant that they were the most likely to not 

move well from the side because of this lack of angulation. In some cases 

when combined with the correct long and strong second thigh the entire 

picture was thrown out of balance. 

"Neck Transition": Starting evaluation I met a whole lot of this 

entry at a face to face level. It is impressive but as handlers it is also 

important to remember that the neck should blend into the shoulder 

smoothly... and the height of the dog is based on the height at the withers 

(the point where the shoulders meet on the spine). It is not how far the 

head can be stretched upward simply to appear taller. By extending the 

neck on some of these dogs the smooth transition that I like to see from 

neck to shoulder was not evident. With some of this entry it was not a 

handler issue... there simply was a very abrupt transition that could not be 

ignored because it is a signature for other front end assembly problems 

mentioned above. 

"Exaggerated length": In any sighthound it is important to have 

plenty of rib length for lung capacity and a decent length of loin for flexion 

when galloping (2/3rds to 1/3 works for me). And as mentioned in the 

standard: "back rather long than short". Which can be achieved, while 

maintaining the proportions mentioned above. However, when the 

proportions of these two lengths are reversed there is a problem. And some 

of the dogs that I saw were in trouble gaiting around a relatively small ring 

simply because they could not support that exaggerated loin length. 

Having said all of that let me mention again that I was impressed with 

the overall quality of the entry and I do need to mention that there are 

areas where the folks that risked an entry under me need to be 

complimented. 

This entire entry was mentally stable... not all that long ago when I was 

handling Wolfhounds their "mom or dad" had to hide somewhere because 

I was the evil guy that was making them perform and they hoped that 

their human parents would rescue them!!! I saw absolutely none of that 

anxiety and was really happy that it appears to be rectified. Puppies... to 

those that were brave enough to show one to me I give you credit and they 

for the most part did really well. Previously I have seen Wolfhound 

puppies that performed like the wild mustangs that they rope at the 

Stampede. Bucking and jumping and galloping and gagging on the end of 

their leashes. Congrats on presenting puppies who obviously were trained a 

bit and were also mentally prepared for the big event 

Coat texture appears also to not be an issue. Remember well when it was 

not always that way... glad to see the improvement there. 

Movement... despite my earlier comments, sounder for the most part 

coming and going and definitely easier going around which is stressed in the 

standard but was not always obvious in years passed. 

Ears... while a small part of the standard I consider it to be one of the 

characteristics that make this largest of the sight hound breeds easily 

identifiable as part of that group. In years past I saw Wolfhounds with 

large ears that looked like Retrievers and or Scent hounds. (In fact as a 

handler I showed a few of those). I was most impressed that this entire 

entry had the correct small (in proportion to size), thrown back and folded 

ears like all sighthounds whose standard stipulates that their ears should 

be "greyhound like". 

On that note let me mention again it was a pleasure and a privilege to be 

invited to judge your specialty and I hope that my summation of what I 

remember is of some value to those that exhibited. 

Moving 

Standing 

General Comments 



IWCC 2015 Ontario Regional Specialty 

IWCC/CCLI    Bulletin Volume 44 Number 4    Winter 2015      110 

BEST OF BREED        

GCH. CASTLEKEEPSAKE FOR CUGEIN CYRA  

 

 

GCh Cugein Ortega of Castlekeep x Ch Castlekeep Earth’s Quiet Meadow FCh 
 

Female, ZQ474994, 08/15/2012 

Breeder: Donna Tomson 
Owners: Donna Tomson, D & K Yorke 

I would have taken this one home if I could (and my whippets would have taken great umbrage since they are still adjusting to the Bor-
zoi that shares their bed). This bitch exemplifies what I think a Wolfhound should be. Beautiful head, perfectly shaped and set ears, 
without a doubt a bitch. Great balance of head to neck length, neck beautifully arched, blending smoothly into her shoulders. Wonder-
fully angled shoulders, good topline and equally lovely underline which she maintained on the move, rear angulation that matched her 
front. The soundest Wolfhound on the move that day. Perfect coming and going, converging towards a centre line with no inclination to 
throw toes in and equally as good going away with a clean line from hip to foot, also converging towards the centre line. Side gait, main-
tained her shape and easily out moved the competition. She could have gone all day. Thank you to the owners for showing this girl to 
me. She will be long in my memory banks. Truly a "rough coated Grey-hound like" example of the Irish Wolfhound. 

Photo Credits: Garth Gourlay Photography 
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BEST OF OPPOSITE SEX 

                                 
GCH CUGEIN ORTEGA OF CASTLEKEEP 

Pitlochry’s O Bryan-Orak ex Ch Caraglen Berwyck Celtic Rumour 

 
Dog. YL421359, 06/21/2011.  

Breeders: Dwayne and Katherine Yorke,  

Owners: Donna Tomson , Dwayne & Kathi Yorke 

 

Obviously a mature male dog, plenty of size and substance  without being a giraffe or a Clydesdale horse. Pleasant masculine  head, 

good ears and set, could maybe have had a bit more length of neck and a smoother  blend into shoulder. Good topline and underline, 

proper angulation front and rear. Sufficient  length of loin and as with the rest of the entry plenty of tail length. A very handsome and 

sound moving dog that could win on any day that the competition  was different. 

 

Photo Credit: Garth Gourlay Photography 
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   SELECT BITCH 

CH LAISLINN PERFECT POUR O STELLA  

          

 

   

 

ZE461954, 03/19/2012 

Breeder: Lani Hopf-King and 
Danny King 

By Starkeeper Glenamadda 
Fyrenze Of Gryffindor, FCH 
x Ch Laislinn Long Road To 
Caoihme, CGN 

Owners: Lani Hopf and 
Jocelyne Gagné 

No critique provided 

Photo provided by Owner 

SELECT DOG 

     

1121644, 11/18/2012 
Breeder: Elissa Culp and 
Jocelyne Gagné 
By Limerick Frosty the 
Showman x Starkeeper 
Glenamadda Kelt 
 
Owner: Sylvia Tamm 
 
No critique provided 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 
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WINNERS MALE 

WOLFHAVEN SOMEBODY TO LOVE  
Also 1st OPEN MALE 

ZL476994. 06/03/2012.  

Breeders: Donita Osborne & Jodi 

Allward. By Connemara’s Pagan Jus-

tice ex Wolfhaven’s Foolish Risque. 

Canada. Owners: Donita Osborne & 

Jodi Allward. 

A very handsome dog, decent size and pro-

portion. Masculine yet pleasant head, cor-

rect ears, good length of neck, good shoulder 

angulation, correct topline matched by a 

correct underline, sufficient body length and 

width, could have used more but just 

enough rear angulation to balance with his 

front on the move. Movement was perfectly 

clean coming and going, converging towards 

a centre line for balance and going around 

using every ounce of angle he had to move 

easily with good extension, very lightly and 

efficiently.  

Photo Credit: Garth Gourlay Photography 

BEST OF WINNERS & WINNERS FEMALE 

 STARKEEPER RENA'S ROGUE Also 1ST BBE BITCH 

Of very good size and stature, pleasing 
expression, a definitely female head, correct 
ears and set, good length of neck, beautiful  
blend from neck to shoulder, decent  length 
of back, good topline and underline, ample 
angulation front and rear, and really used 
all her parts moving with minimal effort, 
clean coming and going, converging towards  
a center line and balanced extension  front 
and rear from the side. She was BOW 
because she was a little better angulated  
behind than the WD and as a result used 
herself better on the "go-round" without 
seeming to extend any additional energy. 

Photo Credit: Garth Gourlay Photography 
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RESERVE WINNERS MALE 

CASTLEKEEP WHO MADE WHO  

RESERVE WINNERS FEMALE 

WOLFHAVEN N CALORIEN NITRO  

See also 1st Canadian Bred Male 

AL527681. 06/28/2013.   

Breeder: Donna Tomson, by Ch. 

Cugein Ortega of Castlekeep ex 

Castlekeep’s Essex. Canada. Owners: 

Donna Tomson & Kimberly 

MacDonald 

The deciding factor between winners and 

reserve was simply the finish and confidence 

of the Winners dog. Reserve was very 

comparable on the move, but he was 

obviously not as mature, lacking in 

conditioning, showed that standing still, 

losing out on strength of topline. Overall, 

still a very handsome young dog that will 

have his day. 

Photo supplied by owner 

 

 

ZG459375. 04/22/2012.   

Breeders: Donita Osborne & Donna 

Monahan, by O’Lugh’s Jagermeister 

Of Aerie ex Shanachie-N-

Wolfhaven’s Dynamite. Canada. 

Owners: Judith G. Callender & 

Donita R. Osborne. 

With luck my memory is not going to fail me 

now, as much as I liked this girl I want to 

say that her topline and overall angulation 

was not as good as the girl that went winners. 

Still, a quality bitch that on any other day, 

under any other judge, could rise to the top of 

the pack. 

Photo supplied by owner 
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BEST VETERAN & BEST ALTERED 

 CH. STARKEEPER GLENAMADDA USA FLAG 

Female, UN240380, 04/07/2008   

Breeder: Susan Prokopenko & Jocelyne 

Gagné, Par/by: Ch. Starkeeper McEnroe 

of Limerick ex Ch. Glenamadda 

Starkeeper UR Zada, FCh.  

Owner: Jocelyne M. Gagné 

Should definitely be mentioned here as well. 

Although she was quiet obviously not interested in 

competing with her younger competition on this 

day is still a caliber bitch. Structurally very well 

built, with all the parts blending smoothly together 

even at her advanced age; While lacking a little in 

enthusiasm (it was outdoors in August remember) 

this classy old lady was a prime example of how 

an Irish Wolfhound bitch should maintain herself 

while aging gracefully. 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 

 

BEST PUPPY 

STARKEEPER DRUMMOND DUNCAN 

 
 

  

 

Male, BY590324, 05/12/2014 

Breeder: Jocelyne M. Gagné. 

By Ch. Carrickaneena Tyrconnell ex Ch. 
Glenamadda Starkeeper Chevonne, 
Owner: Jocelyne Gagné; Andrea  and 
Malcolm Duncan. 

Very handsome young male, nicely balanced 
overall, one of the younger puppies entered but 
with ample bone and substance for his age group, 
correct angulation front and rear, moved really 
well, maintaining the correct shape while in 
motion. On the day the best of a group of 
youngsters that tried their best. 

 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 
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1st  STARKEEPER DRUMMOND DUNCAN 
ALSO BEST PUPPY (see critique under Best Puppy) 

BY590324, 05/12/2014, Breeder: Jocelyne M. Gagné. 

By Ch. Carrickaneena Tyrconnell ex Ch. Glenamadda Starkeeper 

Chevonne, Owner: Jocelyne Gagné; Andrea and Malcolm 

Duncan. 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 

JUNIOR PUPPY MALE, (2 ENT) 

2nd BAILEYSONG MACTIRE AT KALDAUN 

CA589746, 09/01/2015 

Breeder: Theresa L. Duff, By Ch. Baileysong Olcan Odyssey ex 

Ch. Greirish Black Diamond, Owner: Kyreen Shorey. 

Photo Supplied by owner  

Photo Credit: Heather Bashow of Deerhaven Photography 

 

1st KALDAUN’S AENGUS NA TIRNANOG 

BS573740, 08/09/2014 

Breeder: Kyreen Shorey, By Pitlochry’s Talented Mr Ripley ex 

Ch. Pitchlory’s Olivia, Canada, Prop/owner: Catherine Charles. 

 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 

SENIOR PUPPY MALE, (1 ENT) CANADIAN BRED MALE  (1 ENT) 

1st CASTLEKEEP WHO MADE WHO 

Also RWD  (see critique under RWD) 

AL527681. 06/28/2013.   

Breeder: Donna Tomson, by Ch. Cugein Ortega of Castlekeep 

ex Castlekeep’s Essex. Canada. Owners: Donna Tomson & 

Kimberly MacDonald 

 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 
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OPEN MALE (2 ENT) 

1st WOLFHAVEN SOMEBODY TO LOVE  

ALSO WINNERS DOG (see critique under WD) 

ZL476994. 06/03/2012. Breeders: Donita Osborne & Jodi 

Allward. By Connemara’s Pagan Justice ex Wolfhaven’s Foolish 

Risque. Owners: Donita Osborne & Jodi Allward. 

 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 

2nd STARKEEPER’S RYN 

AE502599, 03/15/2013 

Breeder: Jocelyne M. Gagné 

By Carnasserie Coal ex Ch. Starkeeper Glenamadda USA Flag 

Owners: John Luke, Kim Durrant & Jocelyne M Gagné 

 

Photo supplied by owner 

JUNIOR PUPPY FEMALE  (1 ENT) 

1st LAISLINN THE LAST NOEL  

BY592338, 12/23/2014 

Breeders: Lani Hopf and Jocelyne Gagné. Ch Glenamadda 

Starkeeper Connery x Ch Laislinn Perfect Pour O Stella. 

Owner: Lani Hopf 

 

Photo supplied by owner 

1st KALDAUN’S ARWEN  

BS573739, 08/09/2014 

Breeder: Kyreen Shorey, By: Pitlochry’s Talented Mr Ripley ex 

Ch. Pitlochry’s Olivia, Owner: Kyreen Shorey 

 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 

SENIOR PUPPY FEMALE (1 ENT) 
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2nd STARKEEPER LAISLINN ON THE EDGE OF GLORY 

1121764, 11/18/2012,  

Breeder: Elissa Culp & Jocelyne Gagné, 

By Limerick Frosty The Showman ex Starkeeper Glenamadda 

Kelt, Owner: Lani Hopf-King, Jocelyne Gagné, Danny King.   

Photo supplied by owner 

CANADIAN BRED FEMALE  (1 ENT) 

1st CASTLEKEEP’S HEMMINGFORD EMMIE 

ZJ472771, 26/05/2012 

Breeder: Donna L. Tomson, By: Ch. Castlekeep’s Thuban ex 

Rainforths Dubheasa Castlekeep, Canada, Owner:: Guylaine 

Gagnon & Huguette Rainforth.  

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 

OPEN FEMALE  (2 ENT) 

BRED BY EXHIBITOR FEMALE (1 ENT) 

1st STARKEEPER RENA'S ROGUE 

Also BEST OF WINNERS/WINNERS BITCH (see Best 

of Winners for critique) 

Photo Credit: Monique Seguin 

1st  WOLFHAVEN N CALORIEN NITRO  

ALSO RWB (see critique under RWB) 

ZG459375. 04/22/2012.   

Breeders: Donita Osborne & Donna Monahan, by O’Lugh’s Ja-

germeister Of Aerie ex Shanachie-N-Wolfhaven’s Dynamite. 

Canada. Owners: Judith G. Callender & Donita R. Osborne. 

Photo supplied by owner 


